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of Bristol",1 a phrase which implies a stay of some continuance and that Bristol had been the normal place of residence. Sebastian Cabot's talk, as reported by his friend Peter Martyr who knew him in Spain in 1512-15, brings us nearer to a date. He was carried into England by his parents, he said, whilst little more than an infant.2 This would give a date of settlement not long after 1483-6, certainly before 1490. It is true that in later years Sebastian contradicted this, but his motives for doing so have been explained, and his earliest statement is the most trustworthy. Against this early date we have a report of the arrival in England of a person who was evidently John Cabot at the close of I495-3 Its writer, the ambassador De Puebla, had only just heard of the man, but since De Puebla lived in London, and Cabot at Bristol, a misapprehension is intelligible; and Cabot may have been abroad on some visit in pursuit of his plans. The general inference is that John Cabot did not come to England before 1484, that he probably did so between that date and 1490, and that he lived chiefly at Bristol. His visits to Lisbon and Seville cannot be dated, nor can the length of his stay at those places be ascertained.
The Bristol customs records are an obvious source of information in which to search for traces of John Cabot's residence in the port. If he had been doing business as a merchant or had been employed as a master mariner there would be entries containing his name. The conditions, however, were not encouraging for a foreign merchant to make Bristol his headquarters, since the differential customs duties were a handicap. Englishmen paid a low tariff, and unprivileged foreigners a higher one. There were treaties which gave the favourable rate to Spaniards and to the Easterlings of the Hanseatic League, but not to other foreigners unless they had been naturalized. The records therefore contain the names of a large number of Spaniards paying as indigent and of a fair sprinkling of Portuguese, who paid as alieni but overcame the obstacle by their monopoly of the sugar trade. Easterlings seldom came to the west of England, and Italians, who had a virtual monopoly of the spice import and a privilege of exporting raw wool to their own cities, worked mainly from London and Southampton. An Italian trading in his own name would therefore have been at a disadvantage in the west country, and the result in Cabot's case is what we might expect; there is no trace of him as a merchant in Bristol. The records are by no means complete. The detailed books containing the names of the traders have been preserved only for 1485-6, 1486-7 and 1492-3, each unit covering a complete year from
1 No. 26-                                    2 No. 49, Peter Martyr's account.
8 No. 14, The Spanish sovereigns to De Puebla.